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of most of its exponents, involved not the erection of super-
states, but rather the acceptance of a new concept of adminis-
tration and the coordination of existing local machinery of
government for that purpose* Nor was the new regionalism
to be confused with the old sectionalism despite the efforts
of a handful of agrarian traditionalists to color it with the
faded hues of the Bonny Blue Flag.
In this spirit a symposium by twelve sentimental South-
erners called Til Take My Stand (1930) proposed "to sup-
port a Southern way of life against what may be called the
American or prevailing way'* and, after renouncing urban
industrialism with all its evils, espoused the theory that "the
culture of the soil is the best and most sensitive of vocations/*
During this decade Allen Tate, John Crowe Ransom and
(somewhat less brashly) Donald Davidson wrote persua-
sively about regionalism so conceived in terms faintly nos-
talgic of Calhoun and Robert Toombs. A more creative inter-
pretation of regionalism stemmed from the North Carolina
school of sociology and Howard W. Odum in particular, in-
spired in part by the later writings of the historian Frederick
Jackson Turner, who saw sectionalism as aggressive and ego-
centric, regionalism as rational and reciprocating. In a series
of books and articles through the decade Odum and his col-
leagues expounded this view and documented it with the
most painstaking analysis.
It was no coincidence that so much of the debate over re-
gionalism was pivoted upon the South. That part of the
Union, by reason of economic geography, climate, people,
history and traditions, had inherited the most unyielding,
least assimilated, of all types of sectionalism and was quickest
to resent outside interference or criticism. Some of her sons
regarded this fact with complacence or melancholy pride—
Davidson, for example, remarking that "the differences go
so deep as to seem practically ineradicable, and they beget
loyalties that cannot be overridden without damage to the
human spirit**—while others like Odum saw in this attitude

